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The spotted seatrout, Cynoscion nebulosus is not a common Chesapeake Bay 
species. It's cousin the gray seatrout, ~. regalis generally called the 
gray weakfish, is one of the more important commercial and recreational Bay 
species. Spotted seatrout are a southern species only found in the Bay 
during May through October. They are most common where salinities are over 
15 ppt, and are generally found over or near eel grass beds (Mercer 1984). 
While they have not been reported to spawn in the Bay, both ripe and spent 
females have been taken in Mobjack Bay and on the Eastern Shore of Virginia. 
This suggests that they do in fact spawn in at least the lower Bay (Brown 
1981) • 
VIMS juvenile trawl and seine data and Maryland DNR seine data show juvenile 
spotted seatrout to be an incidental catch. 
A compilation of information by several authors in the Atlantic States 
Marine Fisheries Commission report by Mercer (1984) entitled, "A biological 
and fisheries profile of spotted seatrout, ~. nebulosus", provides data that 
suggest sexual maturity has taken place at age II (8-9 in) for males, and by 
age III (13-14 in) for females Table I. Reports of effective egg production 
from more southern states (Carolinas) where there is a commercial fishery, 
show that age II females produce 25% of the eggs, age III 40%, and age IV 
25%. The remaining 10% is produced by age V and older. 
Although there is no "proof" of actual seatrout spawning in the upper Bay or 
Potomac River (probably due to lower salinities), the presence of ripe and 
spent females· in the lower Bay suggests that spawning may occur. In view of 
the fact that 65% of the effective egg production is provided by the two 
youngest mature year classes, a 12 in (TL) minimum size limit would provide 
protection from future recruitment overfishing. To be effective however, 
this size limit should also be effected by other jurisdictions. Currently, 
however, only Maryland (12"), Virginia (12") and Florida 02") have minimum 
size limits. 
Y~ i;;lass I 
Males 5 in ( inrnature) 
Females 6 in ( inrnature) 
effective 
egg contribution 
SPOITED SFATRCUr, Cynoscion nebulosus 
Total length, fecumity, sexual maturity and egg contribution by age 
II III 
8-9in (nost mature) 11-12 in 
10 in ( maturing) 13-14 in (150 ,000) 
25% 40% 
IV Y. 
13-14 in 15-17 in 
15-16 in (300,000) 16-18 in (400,000) 
Data fran: 
25% <10% 
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